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Dear Friends of Gorham’s Pond,
The Gorham’s Pond watershed is a magnificent and
unique environmental treasure. Striving to restore and
preserve this asset, the Friends of Gorham’s Pond
(FOGP) conducted many productive activities in 2017.
In order to raise funds and awareness of our efforts,
FOGP organized a Spring art show, a Fall fashion
show, (see separate article), and Darien’s first-ever
town-wide Christmas Caroling celebration.
The Christmas caroling was the first time in Darien’s
history that its citizens were able to come together
and sing under the stars over the beautiful waters of
Gorham’s Pond. “On behalf of the Town of Darien, we
are so grateful to the Friends of Gorham’s Pond for
organizing the first of what we hope will be an annual
caroling event during the 2017 holiday season,” said
Jayme Stevenson, Darien’s First Selectman. “There
is no more iconic place to gather as a community to
share the joy of the holiday season than Ring’s End
Bridge overlooking Gorham’s Pond and the Darien
Harbor area.“
Many children were part of the crowd and I am sure
that night will remain in their memories for years to

come. The 2018 Caroling celebration is scheduled
for December 16, 5pm-- join us in making more wonderful memories with our community!
FOGP’s restoration efforts suffered a setback when
DEEP (Department of Environmental and Energy Protection) decided that we had to prepare a new applica-
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tion to dredge and restore the area below the Goodwives River Bridge despite having approved that area
for restoration a decade ago. The new application requires a significant amount of additional engineering
studies, a time intensive and financially costly endeavor. In a generous acknowledgment of the importance
of this watershed, Town Hall stepped up to pay part of
the engineering costs.
As of this writing, applications have been completed
and submitted to DEEP as well as to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. Once we receive the approvals,
we will need to fund the project. In conjunction with the
Town, we are pursuing various state grants, and FOGP
is also pursuing a number of private grants as well.
In closing, I want to thank all those individuals who
donated their time, energy and (continue to page 4)
www.friendsofgorhamspond.org

FOGP Treasurer’s Report - 2017

In 2017, FOGP revenues increased by 30% over
2016, thanks largely to several new visibility-enhancing events including an Art Show, a Fashion Show and
the first-ever town-wide Christmas Caroling held on
Ring’s End Bridge. Receipts from contributions totaled
$30,732 while operating expenses remained flat with
2016 at $14,550. Net cash receipts over disbursements totaled $16,227, increasing our total cash on
hand to $66,167 at year-end 2017 from $49,939 at the
start of the year.

The majority of our efforts in 2018 will again be directed
toward gaining approval for phase two of the watershed restoration, which will encompass the area just
below the Goodwives River Bridge, where the Upper
Pond flows into the Goodwives River. We do not anticipate any significant expenses associated with the
approval process, as the majority of the required engineering work is already complete. Thus, 2018 should
be another year of operating and cash flow surpluses
for FOGP.
2018 EXPENSES

Our primary operating expenses were for marketing
($4,049) and for commissions associated with the Art
Sale ($3,575). Maintenance of the pond, which totaled
$10,450 in 2016, was only $80 in 2017, thanks to the
voluntary cleanup efforts of a number of FOGP Board
members and other local residents. Printing expenses
associated with the new events were $2,683. Together, these items made up roughly 70% of our ongoing
operating expenses.

None of the progress we have made over the past three
years would have been possible without the extraordinary efforts of the members of the FOGP Board and
our President, Lucia Zachowski. In that time, FOGP has
attained an unprecedented level of visibility and media
attention. Meanwhile the Upper Pond Restoration, now
complete, is a true showcase for the town and an example of what a true public/private partnership can accomplish. For this and much more, we offer our thanks.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Support Friends of Gorham’s Pond Now!
Gifts can be made online at www.friendsofgorhamspond.org or by sending a check made payable to:
Friends of Gorham’s Pond (FOGP), P.O. Box 3336, Darien, CT 06820.
Levels of Giving
$2,500 - Eagle
Name ___________________________________________________________
$1,000 - Kestrel
Address _________________________________________________________
$500 - Heron
$250 - Egret
City _______________________________ State _______ Zip _____________
$100 - Mallard
____
- Other
Email ___________________________________________________________
FOGP is a not-for-profit organization with 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status.
Thank you! Your contribution is very much appreciated.

Winter Carnival

While many people lamented that this year was full of
difficult weather and lots of ice and snow, one positive
outcome of the cold weather was that Gorham’s Pond
consistently stayed frozen for many weeks. This cold
freeze brought out people from all over the area. These

lucky individuals were able to play hockey, skate, walk,
play ball with their dogs, have campfires and roast
marshmallows--all enjoying a rare spontaneous community activity right in the historic heart of Darien.

Over 18 separate ice hockey rings were counted out
on the 23-acre Pond.
Adding to the festivities, new neighborhood resident
Lexi Zitzmann showed her entrepreneurial spirit by
opening up a hot chocolate stand for all to enjoy.
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“Gorham’s Three Graces”

Combined families roasting hot dogs and marshmallows
in fire pit on the Pond!

Thrilling for New Darien residents, the Stricker Family;
their first time on natural ice!
www.friendsofgorhamspond.org

Friends of Gorham’s Pond
P.O. Box 3336
Darien, CT 06820

Cont’d from pg. 1: Board President Letter

hard-earned dollars to FOGP’s efforts. The restoration of
Gorham’s Pond is of critical importance right now as the
sediment islands that are forming could potentially be
designated by DEEP to be non-removable. We must act
with determination and generosity, and I trust in our community to come together and save this precious asset.
With best wishes for a wonderful Spring and Summer,
Lucia Zachowski, President
Friends of Gorham’s Pond

MANY THANKS
In 2017, FOGP was the lucky recipient of much
generosity and good will. In April, four local artists
offered to put together an art show and sale to
benefit our watershed restoration efforts. Lynne
Mercein, Andrea Bonfils, Lauren Chisholm and
Sophie Sevigny offered their creations for sale to
benefit Gorham’s Pond. Retailer Elaine Kirby of
Kirby and Co. joined in and offered her shop to
promote the event, displaying some of the items.
Special thanks to Andrea for hosting the event in
her studio/barn. Palmers generously catered with
delicious snacks, and Wineport donated libations
and for these donations we are most grateful!
In September, FOGP was again the beneficiary of the kindness and generosity of our neighbors. Anni DeMarco, Kim Foster and Deb Sanders came together to put on a fashion show and
sale to benefit our ongoing environmental efforts.
Many thanks to Kim who hosted the event in her
beautiful house, and to the Hekker Family who
catered the three day event.
Many and grateful thanks to all!
www.friendsofgorhamspond.org

