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Adding Clarity to the Darien
Old Timers Athletic Association

Gorham’s Pond—Darien’s Crown Jewel

Submitted by EDWARD J. SCHILDNECHT, JR.
The Darien Old Timers Athletic Association has been around
for 57 years and is probably one of the most misunderstood
organizations in town. Founded by members of the
Piedmont Club in 1961, and closely associated with them
in the early years, the DOTAA’s primary missions were
to recognize outstanding athletic achievement, primarily
within the Darien community, and to support athletics
within the community. Over the years that mission has
changed and evolved; in addition to recognizing the past
accomplishments of athletes from Darien, the DOTAA
now awards several scholarships to graduating Darien HS
seniors each year, and not just athletes. The DOTAA also
supports those in need through donations to Darien Social
Services.

With the advent of Title IX, the face of athletics in America
changed, and the DOTAA will be changing with it. As the
expanding group of exceptional local female athletes
becomes eligible to be honored, you will see more female
faces on the dais at the DOTAA Annual Dinner.
The easiest part of the DOTAA mission is the awarding

The DOTAA is often confused with the
Darien Senior Men’s Association, a fine
group; but one that is primarily social
and informative for the retired senior
men that make up the membership. The
DOTAA has an entirely different focus.
The DOTAA is run by a relatively small
committee, currently numbering about
ten men. All the committee members
have close ties to Darien and a love of
the athletic community here, from Little
League baseball and other youth sports,
to the varsity athletics at Darien HS, to
the athletic accomplishments of Darien
athletes in college and beyond. Every
year the DOTAA has an Annual Awards
Dinner in November, where athletes from
Darien’s past and Darienites who have
made outstanding contributions to the
community in other ways are honored.
Proceeds from this fund-raising dinner
are used to provide the scholarships the DOTAA awards
each spring.
The DOTAA’s motto is “Celebrating excellence and character,
not just for today…but always.” Sometimes, celebrating
that excellence isn’t as easy as you would think. There are
plenty of athletes, coaches, administrators, and others
who have contributed to athletics in Darien who deserve
to be recognized and honored. Getting them to agree to
be honored at the DOTAA Annual Dinner is another matter.
Some of them don’t like the connotation of our name, “Old
Timers”, but our by-laws state that athletic honorees need
only be 50 years old to be eligible! So, if we tap on your
shoulder, it’s not because we think you’re old; it’s because
we think you deserving of recognition.
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One of the DOTAA Awards is a little different: The Jim
Carlson Award. It is for courage and achievement in the
face of adversity and is awarded annually to someone in
the community who has overcome a mental or physical
challenge in their life in a manner that inspires those
around them.

Since the mid 1700’s Gorham’s Pond has
been central to the Town of Darien. In colonial
times, it was THE trading and meeting place
for all settlers in this area. Today, Gorham’s
Pond comprises a magnificent recreational and
environmental venue for all residents. Anyone
who walks, runs, bikes, kayaks, paints, ice
skates, bird watches, plays hockey or engages in any other
outdoor activity is drawn to the beauty and tranquility of this
unique spot. Twice a day, high tide from Long Island Sound
brings in mineral rich seawater to mix with the fresh water
coming down the Goodwives River. In Gorham’s Pond, these
two water sources meet and combine to create a fantastically
rich habitat for a myriad of wildlife. Otters, herring, eels, mink,
egrets, mallards, geese, swans, hawks, kestrels, eagles, to
name a few, populate this glorious watershed.
Gorham’s Pond is undergoing a restoration to remove
highway sand that has washed into it from I-95. DOT no longer
uses sand so the time is right for dredging. In 2016 restoration
of the Upper Pond was completed and recent applications to
restore other areas have been approved. Just the restoration

of the Upper Pond has resulted in the return of bald eagles
to this area—at least two breeding pairs have been spotted!!
Please see FriendsofGorhamsPond.org for videos.
A 2015 Darien Town study found that the majority of
residents viewed the Gorham’s Pond area as the second
most important asset to the Town after its good schools. The
Gorham’s Pond area offers so much to residents, qualities that
improve the quality of life on a daily basis. Come down and
see what your town has to offer!! Now we have approvals, but
we need to raise the funds to pay for the dredging. Please go
to the website for information- FriendsofGorhamsPond.org

of scholarships, because we don’t have to go searching
for candidates, they come to us. The DOTAA awards their
annual scholarships to Darien High School students drawn
from the same pool of applicants as every other local
scholarship program. Students only need to complete the
common application form available in the DHS guidance
office.
So that is the DOTAA. Honoring athletes from Darien’s
past, honoring people who have made outstanding
contributions to athletics in Darien, and honoring people
in the community who served and inspired others; then
using the funds raised to provide scholarships for local
students and support those in need in the community.
Please check us out on our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/darienoldtimers
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RESIDENTIAL
TRASH AND
RECYCLE
COLLECTION.
Servicing the residents of
Darien for over 20 years.

Darien Neighbors

Sign up today and
receive Trash and
recycle containers at
no extra charge.
(203) 323-0339
dariendisposal.com
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